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poetry is primarily an affair which is 'human and dramatic',
and that the perfection of its life and its greatest attainments,
judged as poetry, and not from any religious interest, occur
in that pre-mystical stage in which it is seeking to convey its
apprehension of the finite. In mystical poetry it is pre-eininendy
only the brief lyrical poem which stands to be successful. It
is the Ode to the Nightingale, not the Hyperion^ which accom-
plishes its end; where the eternal is vaguely symbolized and
suggested, and not where the poet labours with a detail of
mythology to figure forth that before which his imagination
struggles hopelessly for life and expression. Yet the true
mystic who is also a poet is driven on to attempt to over-
come these impossible difficulties, and must therefore meet
with a final frustration. The ship of poetry must, to use a
famous phrase, suffer shipwreck at the entrance to harbour. We
may believe that the greatest shipwreck which fine poetry has
ever suffered is to be witnessed in the symbolical and prophetic
works of Blake. Hence, as against M. Bremond, it seems more
satisfactory to say that the poet may seek mystical apprehension
and no less endeavour to effect communication in poetry; but
that therein he must experience failure.

8
The task of the critic, as we have said, demands a
catholicity of imaginative enjoyment which is possible to the
greatest degree only when the critic is able to grasp the forms
of human experience both in their singleness and in their
relation to each other. Without this he will quickly become the
victim of prejudice and fashion, able perhaps to catch the ear of
the devotees of a passing emphasis or cult, but unable to contri-
bute to the creation of an inclusive and universal culture. We
have pointed, in speaking of Wordsworth, a man of mature and
wise judgment, to his failure to co-ordinate scientific inquiry
into his total view of human experience. This failure arose
from the belief in a conflict between the intellectual and